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A study on the development of the social welfare delivery system

by the amendments of the Social Welfare Service Law

Lee, Sang Yong, M.S.W.
A Director General at the Ministry of Health and Welfare

After financial support from abroad for the social welfare institutions decreased
in the early of 1970s, Korean government increased the subsidy to the social
welfare mstitutions. In 1973, the Social Welfare Service Law was enacted to enforce
rules for delivering social welfare services and also for supervising the social
welfare institutions. The social welfare institutions were owned and managed by the
social welfare foundations, which was authorized by the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare. By the delegation of the Ministry, provincial governments and local
governments also subsidized and supervised the institutions. Some personnel in the

institution were required to have ’social worker's license.

The Social Welfare Service Law defines the social welfare services and the rules
that should be observed in working for the social welfare services. The diversifying
expansion and changes in the social welfare were essentially reflected to the Law
and thereafter amendments were made. The Law was amended 7 times and the
amendment of 1992 and 1997 included important changes. This study aims at
analyzing the law-making process and at comparing the enactment of 1973, the
amendment of 1992, and the amendment of 1997 in terms of public administrative

systems, license to practice social work, social welfare institution and foundation,
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and the scope of social welfare services.

After the licensed social workers were recruited as local government officers in
1987, the 1992 Amendment gave the officers the core role of the public welfare
service delivery systems. But the social welfare office newly put in the 1992
Amendment has not yet been established in the local government because of the
opposition of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Before The Amendment of 1997,
social welfare institutions was owned only by the governments or social welfare
foundations. But by the Amendment of 1997 individuals have been able to own and
manage social welfare institutions. Other changes such as the assessment of the
institutions and the limitation of the residents’ number were newly invited to make

the institutions more open and clear to the citizen.

As various forms of social welfare services have come into existence, many kinds
of public and private sectors participate in the service delivery. Because most of the
service recipients are vulnerable persons who should be protected by the society;
more improvement should be made for the delivery system including social welfare
institutions to open to the citizens’ supervision and to guarantee the recipients’
quality of life.
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